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	MEETING:
	#6	

	DATE:
	Tuesday 24 April 2018

	CONTACT:
	Energy.Forecasting@aemo.com.au  


  ATTENDEES:
	NAME
	ORGANISATION
	LOCATION

	Magnus Hindsberger
	AEMO
	Brisbane

	Nicola Falcon (Chair)
	AEMO
	Brisbane

	Jason West
	AEMO
	Brisbane

	Andrew Turley
	AEMO
	Brisbane

	Ruchira Ray
	AEMO
	Melbourne

	Vivian Mai
	AEMO
	Melbourne

	Greg Staib
	AEMO
	Melbourne

	Jo Dean (Secretariat)
	AEMO
	Melbourne

	Chris Mock
	AEMO
	Melbourne

	Marino Bolzon
	P&C - SA
	Adelaide

	Abe Abdallah
	ESCOSA
	Adelaide

	Michael Lee
	ERM Power
	Brisbane

	Sujeewa Vithana
	United Energy
	Melbourne 

	Nick Cimdins
	AusNet Services
	Melbourne

	Maya Muthuswamy
	Engie
	Melbourne

	David Hoch
	Engie
	Teleconference

	Arindam Sen
	Transgrid
	Sydney

	John Sligar
	Sligar and Associates
	Sydney

	James Googan
	Origin Energy
	Sydney

	Sharon Raymond
	Dept. of State Growth, Tasmania
	Teleconference

	Richard Paprzycki
	Energy Australia
	Teleconference

	Simon McCabe
	DELWP, VIC
	Teleconference

	Prasad Tadipatri
	Dept. of Planning, NSW
	Teleconference

	Elizabeth Bowron
	AEMC
	Teleconference

	Sarah-Jane Derby
	AEMC
	Teleconference

	Don Prentis
	APA Group
	Teleconference

	Shane Brunker
	Energy Queensland
	Teleconference

	Jennifer Brownie
	QLD Electricity Users Network
	Teleconference

	Matt Sherwell
	Santos
	Teleconference

	David Whitelaw
	Dept. of Environment and Energy
	Teleconference

	Brad Harrison
	Electranet
	Teleconference

	Phil Pollard
	QLD Electricity Users Network
	Teleconference

	Damian Dwyer
	APPEA
	Teleconference

	Craig Memery
	Public Interest Advocacy Centre
	Teleconference




1. Welcome and Introductions 
Nicola Falcon (AEMO) welcomed the participants to the April FRG.
Action 6.1.1: Matt Sherwell (MS) from Santos wished to be included on the distribution list.
2. Previous minutes and action items 
Jo Dean (AEMO) ran through the Action Items from the March 2018 FRG meeting. The meeting minutes were accepted and noted as final.  
Updates on previously outstanding Action Items have been appended below. 
A reminder was provided to forum attendees, requesting any feedback on issues or areas of concern in their business that relate to or could benefit from minimum demand forecasting to be sent to AEMO via Energy.Forecasting@aemo.com.au.

3. Forward plan for FRG and PRG
Nicola Falcon (AEMO) presented draft agendas and schedule for the FRG forums to end of June. By providing FRG members with advanced warning of topics to be covered, it is hoped that invites can be extended to key subject matter experts within each organisation to facilitate engaged discussion and maximise the value of the forums.

Stakeholders were invited to suggest other agenda items of interest, by sending ideas to the Energy Forecasting inbox. Jennifer Brownie suggested that a session discussing AEMO’s data integrity check process for survey data would be of interest.

Nicola Falcon (AEMO) further advised that, in light of other, more targeted, industry planning forums being held as part of the Integrated System Plan (ISP) consultation, the FRG and Planning Reference Group (PRG) forums will again be combined, and run roughly once a month.

AEMO also reminded participants of the face-to-face Forecasting workshop being facilitated by AEMO in its Melbourne office on 7th May, and invited forecasting subject matter experts to register their interest via Energy.Forecasting@aemo.com.au. The intent of this workshop is to discuss forecasting challenges and methodologies, with presentations from non-AEMO attendees encouraged.

ACTION 6.3.1: AEMO to add discussion of data integrity check process for survey data to next month’s FRG agenda.  (AEMO)
4. Electricity Statement of Opportunities (ESOO) update
Jason West (JW) covered the ESOO publication process and scope as per the circulated FRG slide pack. Participants expressed interest in how the reliability risks in the upcoming summer (particularly in Victoria and South Australia) will be expressed in the ESOO (in terms of the resource gap). 

Stakeholders asked what generator retirements would be assumed in the ESOO. AEMO referred to the retirement assumptions listed in the March 2018 Generation Information Page update unless new information becomes available through the current generation survey process. 

Nick Cimdims from AusNet asked about the committed project criteria. Nicola Falcon replied that the ESOO considers a broad range of criteria in determining committed status including site, equipment, planning, finance, and date of construction, as outlined on the Generation Information Page. 

Jennifer Brownie from the QLD Electricity Users Network asked whether consumer tariff considerations will be reflected in the ESOO. Greg Staib confirmed tariffs are considered in the forecast. 

Prasad Tadipartri (TP) from the NSW Department of Planning has offered to share some results from modelling climate change to AEMO.

ACTION 6.4.1: Follow up from AEMO to TP on whether results can be shared with AEMO for consideration in the ESOO process.

5. Gas Statement of Opportunities (GSOO) draft forecasting results
Chris Mock (CM) covered the GSOO draft results slides as per the circulated FRG slide pack. 
The results presented were contrasted with the previous National Gas Forecasting Report of 2016 however MS from Santos requested a comparison with the updated modelling AEMO did as part of the GSOO 2017 update. AEMO will consider the previous September 2017 updated results when doing comparisons on changes in published forecasts.
Ruchira Ray (RR) led the discussion on the industrial gas consumption forecast. Jennifer Brownie (JB) from QLD Electricity Users Association asked about reasons for change from declining demand trend (NGFR 2016) to increasing trends in the draft GSOO results. RR explained this is driven by more positive outlook in longer term economic drivers.
There was also interest to know how the large industrial load (LIL) surveys are used and what are some of the data integrity checks around this process. RR summarised the process.
Assumptions around key drivers of gas price and the relationship to netback pricing was raised. RR noted that wholesale prices are produced by consultants, CORE Energy, who have assumptions around netback price, cost of production and market behaviour. Retail prices are developed from wholesale and published network tariffs and then calibrated to published retail prices.  
AT also referred FRG members to the  ISP Assumptions Book containing wholesale modelled gas price trajectories that AEMO have considered.
CM presented the LNG demand forecasts (a combination of LNG Consortia and Lewis Grey Advisory projections). Matt Sherwell from Santos provided feedback that the debottlenecking assumptions were ambitious and a 7th train in the strong scenario was unlikely from their perspective. 
AT finished the discussion with an open question for FRG participants to provide feedback on the GPG forecasts via the energy forecast inbox.
Action 6.5.1: Feedback on GPG modelling results/method presented in the FRG can be emailed by FRG members to Energy.Forecasting@aemo.com.au

6. Meeting Close
The next Forecasting Reference Group meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 29 May 2018.  
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Forecasting Reference Group (FRG) Actions Items 

	
Item
	Date Raised
	Topic
	Action required
	Responsible
	By
	Status

	6.1.1
	24 Apr 2018
	Distribution list
	Matt Sherwell from Santos to be included on the distribution list
	Tania McIntyre
	18 May
	Closed

	6.3.1
	24 Apr 2018
	Forum forward plan
	AEMO to add discussion of data integrity check process for survey data to next month’s FRG agenda.
	Tania McIntyre
	18 May
	Closed

	6.4.1
	24 Apr 2018
	ESOO Update
	AEMO to discuss with Prasad Tadipartri whether the NSW climate change modelling can be shared with AEMO for consideration in the ESOO process.
	Daniel Guppy
	22 May
	Open

	6.5.1
	24 Apr 2018
	GPG forecasts
	Feedback from FRG members on GPG modelling results/method to be emailed to Energy.Forecasting@aemo.com.au
	FRG Participants
	18 May
	Open

	5.3.1
	27 Mar 2018
	Connection Point Forecast Updates
	FRG Participants to identify issues or areas of concern in their business.  A list will be collated and discussed in the coming meetings.

24/4 No feedback received to date. 
	FRG Participants
	24 April
	Open

	5.4.1
	27 Mar 2018
	National Electricity Forecast 2018: Assumptions and
Methodology
	AEMO to look at alternate data sets to align data sources from the ABS.
	Greg Staib
(AEMO)
	Ongoing
	Open

	4.3.1
	27 Feb 2018
	Demand Forecast Updates
	AEMO to create a one-page document listing the release and link to locations of publications

27/03 Connection Points timings were presented in this meeting.
	Nicola Falcon
(AEMO)
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	4.3.2
	27 Feb 2018
	Demand Forecast Updates
	AEMC to discuss offline the implications of the minor reports on projects.

27/03 Jackie and Nicola discussed this offline
	Jackie Biro
(AEMC)
Nicola Falcon
(AEMO)
	20 March 2018
	Closed

	4.4.1
	27 Feb 2018
	March Electricity Forecast Updates
	AEMO to review data interface for QLD data and confirm flat demand in business and the reduction in climate change.  
	Greg Staib
(AEMO)
Jennifer Brownie (QLD Electricity Users Network).

	09 March 2018
	Closed

	4.4.2
	27 Feb 2018
	March Electricity Forecast Updates
	A request to have the graphs presented as state by state (QLD specifically).

27/03 Greg confirmed that this will be done.
	Greg Staib
(AEMO)
Jennifer Brownie (QLD Electricity Users Network).
	09 March 2018
	Closed

	1.4.1
	19-Sep-17
	Summer Analytics Program
	Chat with AusNet Services regarding the ARENA project with Solcast. 

GS Update – Spoke with Luke at Solcast – insights to be released in future.  Commitment from Siro for 1 resource.  
20/11 Update – Yet to commence program.
30/01 Update – Vivian Mai, Price and Consumer demand behaviour and Song Li, Climate/Heatwaves will present on in the coming months. 
	
Greg Staib (AEMO)
	24-Oct-17
	Closed
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