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10 Eagle Street 

Brisbane QLD 4122  

T 07 3347 3100 

 

17 February 2017 

Ms Nicola Cusworth 
Economic Regulation Authority 
PO Box 8469 
PERTH BC WA 6849 

 

Dear Ms Cusworth 

Approval of amendment to the Retail Market Scheme – Procedure Changes IN001/16W, 
IN002/16W, IN034/16W and IN040/16W.    

Under section 11ZOL of the Energy Coordination Act 1994 (the “Act”), The Australian Energy 
Market Operator (AEMO) may prepare an amendment to its Retail Market Scheme (the 
“Scheme”), and submit the amendment to the Economic Regulation Authority (ERA) for approval.  
ERA is to approve amendments to the Scheme under section 11ZOM of the Act. The Scheme is 
defined to include, amongst other things, the AEMO Retail Market Procedures (RMP), the AEMO 
Specification Pack and the FRC Hub Operational Terms and Conditions. AEMO is applying to the 
ERA for four amendments to the Scheme as described in attachment A. 
 
Background. 
 
Chapter 9 of the RMPs sets out the procedure change process that AEMO must follow before 
submitting changes to ERA. AEMO has applied this process to help AEMO and stakeholders 
develop these four amendments proposed in this application culminating in AEMO publishing final 
Impact and Implementation Reports (IIR) for each amendment on its website on the 1 February 
2017. As per clause 399A each participant, pipeline operator, prescribed person and interested 
person were invited to lodge an objection to the proposed amendments. Submissions closed on 
14 February 2017 with no objections received.   
 
The consultation that under pins the procedure change process also determined that all four 
amendments are “low impact” in that they (i) do not have a material impact on the information 
technology systems of AEMO, participants, pipeline operators or prescribed persons; or (ii) do 
not materially alter consumer protection mechanisms under the RMPs; or (iii) do not have a 
material commercial impact on AEMO, participants, pipeline operators or prescribed persons.  
 
In accordance with clause 400A (1), AEMO has decided to submit the four amendments as 
endorsed procedure changes. The changes set out in this application remain unchanged from the 
changes contained in each of the final IIRs. These IIRs described matters that AEMO had taking 
into accounts when developing the amendments, consultation outcomes and other information 
about the change. Click here to view the AEMO website page that contains these IIRs. 
 
Amendments to the Scheme for ERA consideration.  
 
Attachment A contains a brief summary of each amendment and includes a description on what 
artefact under the Scheme is changing, the actual change (in “track change” mode) and any 
additional relevant information that is not covered in the IIR.  
 
Section 11ZOO (1) and (2) of the Act specifies the criteria that the ERA is to consider in 
determining whether to approve an amendment to the Scheme.  AEMO believes the content 

https://www.aemo.com.au/Stakeholder-Consultation/Consultations/WA-Gas-Retail-Market-changes-IN001-16W-IN002-16W-IN034-16W-and-IN040-16W
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contained in this application and the final IIRs satisfies that criteria allowing ERA to properly 
consider the amendments.    
 
In accordance with clause 400A (3) of the RMP, AEMO must provide information to stakeholders 
about how to make submission to ERA on these endorsed procedure changes including a closing 
date for any ERA submissions. Dr Natalie Robins from ERA has provided AEMO with this 
information which included advice that submission to ERA will close 10 March 2017. Upon 
sending this application, AEMO will publish on its website this application and the information 
about making submission to ERA.  
 
Should ERA approve all four endorsed procedure changes AEMO would like to implement all 
these changes to take effect on 31 March 2017 to meet the timing desired by the marketplace in 
the case of IN034/16W and IN040/16W the timing aligns with the same changes that AEMO is 
currently consulting on for those jurisdictions that operate under the National Gas Rules (NGR). 
As a result, AEMO request that ERA consider, approve, and publish the approval for these 
changes in the Gazette by this date. 
 
If you require and further information or if have any questions in relation to this application, please 
contact me on 07 3347 3059. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Mr Peter Geers 
Executive General Manager Markets 
Australian Energy Market Operator 
 
 
cc: 
Attachments: 
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Attachment A 
 

IN001/16W - Move-In Transfer when an Error Correction Notice (ECN) has been Raised 
1. This proposed change involves adding a note to clause 78 of the RMP as a reminder that 

when Users lodge a Move-in transfer request when an Error Correction. Notice (ECN) has 
been raised it must meet the definition of move in per rule 78.  

2. The Scheme document that requires the amendment is the RMP. 
3. The following is an extract from the RMP showing the changes in “track change” mode 

with red strikeout meaning “delete” and blue underline meaning “insert” 

 
4. There is no additional information to submit with this application. 

 

 IN002/16W - Clause 255 Special Circumstances 
1. The proposed change involves adding a note to clause 255(1) of the RMP as a guide to 

when a Special Circumstances notice should be sent and amending clause 255(2) to clarify 
when and to whom AEMO should send information. The change requires the Pipeline 
Operator to send Special Circumstances notices to a new AEMO e-mail address. AEMO 
currently disseminates the Special Circumstance notice to the Procedure Change 
Committee (PCC) contacts. The PCC has agreed that the contacts contained in the Gas 
Business Operator Identifier (GBO id) is more appropriate.  

2. The Scheme document that requires amendment is the RMP. 
3. The following is an extract from the RMP showing the changes in “track change” mode with 

red strikeout meaning “delete” and blue underline meaning “insert” 
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4. In addition to the information contained in the final IIR it is worth noting that the current 

process lacked clarity around who within each organisation needs to receive the 255 
notices. AEMO currently provides these notices to those on the Procedure Change 
Committee (PCC) e-mail distribution list. The PCC members would then forward this 
information on to others within their organisation. AEMO proposed that the electronic 
address (e-mail address) prescribed in the Gas Business Operator Identification (GBO id) 
table be used as the “record of source” to disseminate this notice. AEMO has not received 
any submission rejecting this proposal and this will be implemented as part of this change.   
 
 

IN040/16W - Add further clarity to the FRC Hub Terms and Condition.  
1. This proposed change involves an amendment to the current subscriber’s response time for 

a service interruption during non-business hours if the next day is a Saturday or a Public 
Holiday.   

2. The Scheme document that requires amendment is the FRC Hub Operational Terms and 
Conditions. 

3. The following is an extract from the FRC Hub Operational Terms and Conditions showing 
the changes in “track change” mode with red strikeout meaning “delete” and blue underline 
meaning “insert” 
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4. There is no additional information to submit with this application.   
 

IN034/16W - Self Service initiative to FRC HUB Certification process.  
1. AEMO certification responder is an IT testing tool that enables AEMO and participants to 

test whether transactions are appropriately configured before deploying IT changes into 
production systems. Existing processes to administer certification is time consuming which 
can cause delays in participants going live with systems changes. AEMO has developed a 
new optional feature to support a self-service process. The proposed change involves 
updating the documentation to reflect this new optional feature.   

2. The Scheme document that requires the amendment is the AEMO Specification Pack and 
involves two artefacts (i) Connectivity Testing and Technical Certification (SA and WA) and; 
(ii) Specification Pack Usage Guidelines.  

3. The following is an extract from the both these documents showing the changes in “track 
change” mode with red strikeout meaning “delete” and blue underline meaning “insert” 
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The Connectivity Testing and Technical Certification (SA and WA) changes are:  
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The Specification Pack Usage Guidelines (SA and WA) changes are: 

 
4.   There is no additional information to submit with this application.     

  

 


