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INFORMATION EXCHANGE COMMITTEE MEETING
	FOR NOTING

	SUBJECT:
	Status of Version 3.4 B2B Procedures consultation

	AGENDA ITEM:
	12


PURPOSE
To inform the IEC of the publication on the B2B Procedures Draft Report and Determination for B2B Procedures v3.4.
SUMMARY
At its August 2019 meeting, the IEC requested that the Business-to-Business Working Group (B2B-WG) incorporate three change proposals into a B2B Procedures Change Pack. These change proposals included:
· The creation of a Verify Standing Data transaction and response;
· Enhancement of the Meter Service Works Service Order; and
· Addition of an originating Service Order ID to the MeterExchangeNotification (MXN) and MeterFaultAndIssueNotification (MFIN) transactions.
The B2B-WG developed the latter two transactions into a B2B Procedures Change Pack that also included the following changes:
· Clarification that the Supply Abolishment SO can be used in New South Wales. (resulting from a change proposal that the IEC referred to the B2B-WG);
· Addition of a new enumeration to the CustomerType field so that an Allocate NMI request for a non-contestable unmetered load (NCONUML) can be communicated. This is required as a resultof Global Settlement changes; and
· An increase to the maximum file size and introduction of a transaction number limit for the MTRD transaction group (resulting from Five Minute Settlement changes).
The IEC approved the publication of an issues paper for the B2B Procedures v3.4 consultation on 25 November 2019. Eighteen submissions were received in response to the issues paper.
As part of this first round of consultation, the B2B-WG sought industry feedback on the need for the Verify Standing Data transaction. The majority of respondents across all participants did not see value in developing a new Verify Standing Data transaction and response. As a result, the B2B-WG did not proceed with the development of a change for this transaction at this stage. The Verify Standing Data transaction may be revisited, dependent on the outcomes of the MSATS Standing Data Review.
During first stage of consultation, several changes were identified:
· The changes to the Service Order Process originally added an “Agreement Only” option in the key. This has since been replaced by a “Optional/Not required” option in order to make the bilaterally-agreed nature of the fields clearer;
· A majority of participants supported the removal of the MXN transaction. The One Way Notification Process and Technical Delivery Specification were updated to reflect the removal of the MXN transaction;
· The terms ‘megabye’ and ‘non-contestable unmetered loads’ were defined in the Technical Delivery Specification for participant clarity; and 
· Several editorial changes were made to each technical document.
A majority of participants did not object to the proposed changes, nor to the proposed list of costs and benefits for each change. As such, the changes being proposed have been assumed as meeting the National Electricity Objectives, the B2B Factors, and the B2B Principles.
The B2B Procedure Consultatiohn Draft Report was distributed to the IEC on 5 February 2020 for review and endorsement published on 12 February 2020.

RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that the IEC note the v3.4 B2B Procedures Draft Report was published on 12 February 2020.
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